To: 
Mary Sexton, Director


Montana Department of Natural Resources

From: 


Date:

Re: 
Oil and Gas Preliminary Sale List

The preliminary list of state land parcels that Montana’s Department of Natural Resources and Conservation prepared for the September 9, 2008 oil and gas lease sale includes lands in Park, Sweet Grass and Gallatin Counties that adjoin important trout fisheries like the Yellowstone, Shields and Boulder Rivers. Also being considered for leasing are sensitive tracts on or very near reaches of streams with important populations of Yellowstone cutthroat trout, as well as parcels on important tributaries of the Yellowstone River. In addition, also being considered, incredibly, are tracts that comprise the bed of the Boulder River, south of Big Timber, and the Yellowstone River, east of Livingston. 
This letter requests all parcels listing “Yellowstone riverbed” or “Boulder riverbed” as a portion of the parcel be removed from the final sale list for the following reasons:  

1)  While the state trust funds are important to the state, so are the nationally acclaimed fisheries of the Yellowstone, Boulder and Shields Rivers, as well as the welfare of a diminishing Yellowstone cutthroat trout population. These watersheds are also important to local agriculture, ranching, fishing, hunting and tourist economies. Opening this important, pristine, and essential natural resource to oil and gas development could result in serious negative impacts on all current economic resources in these communities.
2)  I ask you to NOT recommend leasing state parcels adjoining the Yellowstone River, on or near streams with cutthroats, or that include the riverbed of the Boulder and/or Yellowstone River. I am gravely concerned about the accelerated pace and scale of oil and gas leasing that is taking place in Montana. The oil and gas industry already owns many federal, state and private leases that they have not developed and the State of Montana currently has a $400 million dollar budget surplus. Therefore, there is no compelling reason to hurry and lease lands that could result in harm to important fisheries and local economies.
3)  Finally, I  respectfully request that none of these lands – or any state tract adjoining key fisheries in the state – should be leased until the STATE HAS DEVELOPED A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY WITH THE PUBLIC AND WITH FULL PUBLIC DISCLOSURE THAT ENSURES MONTANA’S MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR FISHERIES ARE PROTECTED FROM OIL AND GAS LEASES. 
